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Two days before her death, Amini had been 

arrested by the Iranian regime’s ‘‘morality po-
lice.’’ Her crime, in their eyes, was wearing a 
loose-fitting headscarf and tight-fitting pants. 
The Iranian regime claims that she died of a 
heart attack, but we know the truth: the police 
beat her to death. 

The world has a tendency to look away from 
tragedies like Amini’s. Stories like hers fade 
from the news cycle until they are forgotten or 
met with indifference. But when the Iranian 
people take to the streets every day to protest 
Amini’s murder and demand fundamental 
rights, they make it impossible for the world to 
avert its gaze. By virtue of their courage, they 
force the world to bear witness. In the streets, 
protestors chant the inscription on Amini’s 
tombstone: ‘‘Beloved Mahsa, you will not die. 
Your name will become a rallying call.’’ And 
her name has become just that. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of 
the brave women of Iran who are fighting for 
the right to live in freedom and dignity. I rise 
in support of the men standing alongside them 
who are demanding political rights and an end 
to theocratic rule. And I rise to solemnly rec-
ognize the terrible cost that the people of Iran 
are paying as they take to the streets. Security 
forces have killed hundreds of protestors, fir-
ing on them with live ammunition and beating 
them severely. Those caught up in mass ar-
rests could face the death penalty. 

The people of Iran are putting their lives on 
the line to demand fundamental freedoms. 
They suffer today in hopes of building a better 
tomorrow—for themselves, for their families, 
and for future generations. This is a pro-
foundly noble effort that deserves not just our 
admiration, but also our support. 

Those taking to the streets across Iran 
should know that we are watching them and 
that we are praying for them. And members of 
the Iranian regime should know that when a 
people truly yearn for freedom, and are willing 
to give their lives for it, their cause is a flame 
that will never go out. 
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RECOGNIZING RAY MUELLER 
UPON HIS DEPARTURE FROM 
THE MENLO PARK CITY COUNCIL 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize my friend and colleague Ray Mueller 
who served on the Menlo Park City Council for 
ten years, two terms as mayor, as he is enter-
ing a new chapter in his public service career. 
Ray was just elected as the San Mateo Coun-
ty Supervisor for the 3rd District where he will 
undoubtedly continue his outstanding and 
dedicated service to the community. 

Ray was first elected to the council in 2012. 
During his tenure he was always focused on 
improving the quality of life and safety of resi-
dents, the economy and the environment. As 
the father of two teenagers, Max, 16 and Elle, 
12, he is particularly driven to work towards 
policies that will ensure the future of his and 
all children. He is married to his high school 
sweetheart Kristen Shima. I have known Ray 
for a decade and have always been im-
pressed and inspired by his can-do attitude, 
resourcefulness, and optimism. 

Ray is a graduate of the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, and he received his JD from 
the University of California, Hastings College 
of the Law. He now works as an attorney in 
the emergency response and services sector. 
His legal acumen and analytical mind have 
certainly served the city of Menlo Park very 
well. Along with his council colleagues, he has 
been able to balance the city budget for eight 
consecutive years and to maintain the city’s 
AAA bond rating since he was elected. He 
and the council have also saved taxpayers 
millions of dollars through smart policies. 

Menlo Park, like the rest of the Bay Area, is 
plagued by a lack of affordable housing and 
traffic congestion. Ray has strongly advocated 
solutions for these interconnected issues. Dur-
ing his time on the council, Menlo Park adopt-
ed two housing elements. He was appointed 
and served on the State of California Tax 
Credit Allocation Committee which administers 
the federal and state low-income housing tax 
credit programs. Menlo Park set aside housing 
units with rental subsidies for teachers and 
other community-serving professionals in 
housing development approvals. Ray worked 
with Facebook to add housing units on its pro-
posed campus expansion. During the pan-
demic, Menlo Park made $100,000 available 
in grants for emergency rental housing assist-
ance. Ray served on the board of LifeMoves, 
one of the largest homeless services providers 
in Silicon Valley. 

He and his fellow council members also de-
veloped and approved a citywide Transpor-
tation Master Plan which focuses on traffic 
mitigation, safe routes to schools and across 
freeways, street resurfacing and sidewalks, 
and improved rail service. 

Ray is particularly passionate about our 
youth. When he was mayor in 2019, he cre-
ated a youth advisory commission. He 
launched an after school homework center at 
the Belle Haven Library bringing in skilled vol-
unteers to provide one-on-one support. He 
also hosted several civics days at city hall and 
taught leadership classes at the Boys and 
Girls Club. During the pandemic, he reac-
tivated childcare centers and transformed 
after-school programs into learning pods for 
distance learning. 

Ray fully understands that without climate 
change mitigation our planet and the future of 
our youth hangs in the balance. In 2020, 
Menlo Park adopted its first Climate Action 
Plan. Four years prior, he voted to enroll all 
city facilities in ECO 100, a program that pro-
vides 100 percent renewable energy for city 
buildings, streetlights and charging stations. 
As mayor in 2014, Ray prioritized the forma-
tion of Menlo Park Spark to promote regional 
climate action policy. He is also a staunch de-
fender of our open spaces and parks. Despite 
his extensive work hours as an attorney and 
council member, he manages to find time to 
volunteer for the San Mateo chapter of the 
Surfrider Foundation. An avid surfer himself, 
Ray has a deep love and respect for the awe-
some power of nature. He is currently taking 
a hiatus from the sport to allow a serious neck 
injury to heal. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the Members of the 
House of Representatives to rise with me to 
thank Ray Mueller for his exemplary service 
on the Menlo Park City Council and to wish 
him continued success and stamina for his up-
coming service on the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors. His contributions will 
keep shaping our beautiful county and coast. 

RECOGNIZING BRIAN SMITH 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Brian Smith for his service to Ken-
tucky’s Second District as my director of eco-
nomic development for more than a decade. 

Brian, a proud Western Kentucky University 
graduate, had served on my congressional 
team since I was first sworn into office in Jan-
uary 2009. Prior to joining my office, Brian had 
years of government service to Kentucky, in-
cluding working for my predecessor, Con-
gressman Ron Lewis, and former Kentucky 
Governor Ernie Fletcher. During Brian’s first 
month in my congressional office, Brian 
helped lead my office’s emergency response 
efforts after an ice storm hit Kentucky. He 
walked constituents through the FEMA proc-
ess and directed them to federal resources to 
help with recovery. 

In addition to covering Green and Hardin 
counties for my congressional office, Brian 
guided constituents through the federal grant 
process and handled issues related to federal 
agencies, including U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, FEMA, USDA Rural Development, and 
HUD. Brian also proudly served as a liaison to 
Fort Knox, working with both civilian and mili-
tary leaders. 

Brian’s extensive knowledge of Kentucky 
and passion for serving constituents made him 
a valuable asset to my team. I want to thank 
Brian for his service to Kentucky’s Second 
District, and I wish him the best in the next 
chapter of his public service career. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CAREER AD-
VANCEMENT PROGRAM 

HON. ANDY LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 25th anniversary of the 
International Career Advancement Program 
(ICAP). Founded and led by Prof. E. Thomas 
Rowe since 1997 at the University of Denver’s 
Korbel School of International Affairs, ICAP’s 
aim is to bring greater quality and diversity to 
the highest level of senior management and 
policy-making positions in international affairs. 
ICAP is one of the only programs in the 
United States dedicated to helping mid-career 
professionals from under-represented commu-
nities advance to senior positions in inter-
national careers. Each cohort since 1997 has 
been immersed in a week-long seminar in 
Aspen CO consisting of workshops and dis-
cussions designed to prepare participants to 
serve in senior management and policy roles. 

Madam Speaker, to date, over 770 people 
have participated in the program and several 
ICAP Fellows have achieved the rank of 
United States Ambassador, serve as heads of 
NGOs, established their own non-profit organi-
zations, and lead companies. The ICAP Fel-
lows Association (ICAPFA) continues the mis-
sion of ICAP to offer its members mentorship, 
networking opportunities, and community serv-
ice. 
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Madam Speaker, please join me in con-

gratulating Prof. Rowe on his vision and 
ICAP’s quarter century of work investing in the 
next generation of leaders in foreign affairs to 
ensure that the United States can be effective, 
innovative, and globally competitive. 

f 

HONORING ANNETT REYES- 
ALVAREZ 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor the service of Annett Reyes-Al-
varez, my intern who has completed her Win-
ter 2022 semester serving the people of Flor-
ida’s 24th Congressional District. Annett has 
proven to be a curious and intelligent young 
woman. 

Annett has assisted my office in various 
areas, including foreign relations, communica-
tions, and constituent engagement. She has 
demonstrated her ability to adapt and her will-
ingness to learn and research. Annett has ex-
hibited her ability to grow and improve her 
skillset. 

The daughter of Loreley Alvarez and Jorge 
Luis Reyes, Annett is a first-generation 
Cuban-American from Miami, Florida. She is 
majoring in International Relations at Florida 
International University’s Honors College. Dur-
ing her time at Florida International University 
(FIU), Annett has joined many organizations 
such as UN Women and UNICEF. She took 
part in FIU’s Hamilton Scholars program to 
gain a deeper knowledge and understanding 
of America’s place in the global arena. Annett 
will use her lessons to pursue a career in for-
eign affairs. 

On behalf of Florida’s 24th Congressional 
District, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Annett Reyes-Alvarez for her profes-
sional growth, service to her community, and 
her present and future accomplishments. 
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RECOGNIZING THE GRAND RE- 
OPENING OF THE UNITED WAY 
OF SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA J. 
WAYNE LEONARD PROSPERITY 
CENTER 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the re-grand opening 
of the United Way of Southeast Louisiana’s J. 
Wayne Leonard Prosperity Center, a one-stop 
financial stability center offering an array of 
programming to the citizens of Greater New 
Orleans including financial education and 
coaching, credit building and counseling, ben-
efits screening, and income tax assistance. 

As part of United Way’s footprint located at 
a newly acquired site at 2901 Canal Street, 
the new facility will also house United Way’s 
IDA Project, a matched savings account pro-
gram helping low-income individuals purchase 
long-term assets through a 4:1 match of their 
own savings. The program is addressing the 
challenges of intergenerational poverty by pro-

viding opportunities for participants to pur-
chase a new home or vehicle, start or expand 
a small business, or pay for post-secondary 
education, all through their IDA accounts. 

These in-house financial stability resources 
wiiI help empower low-to-moderate income 
families to achieve financial stability today and 
prosperity tomorrow, leading to more vibrant 
cornmunities for us all. In its first year of oper-
ation, the J. Wayne Leonard Prosperity Center 
has already served more than 2,000 people 
referred from the City of New Orleans’ Net-
work for Economic Opportunity’s Workforce 
Partnership Centers. These opportunity cen-
ters include Strive New Orleans, JOBI Busi-
ness and Career Solutions Center, Total Com-
munity Action, Urban League of Greater New 
Orleans, and Goodwill Industries. And as a re-
sult of the center’s successes, United Way 
has expanded the center’s offerings to each 
parish of United Way’s Southeast Region. 

A remarkable man I called my friend and 
neighbor, J. Wayne Leonard, the Prosperity 
Center’s namesake and longest-serving head 
of Entergy Corporation, facilitated more than 
$50 million in charitable dondtions through 
Entergy aimed at moving people out of pov-
erty and improving early childhood education. 
In October 2017, Mr. Leonard was awarded 
United Way of Southeast Louisiana’s pres-
tigious Tocqueville Society Award. During his 
powerful and inspiring acceptance speech, Mr. 
Leonard offered a sulprise gift of $1 million to-
ward UWSELA’s anti-poverty agenda. Entergy 
matched the generous gesture with a surprise 
$ 1 million gift of their own. 

Mr. Leonard’s legacy continues to positively 
impact the people of Southeast Louisiana. ‘‘It 
has been an honor and privilege to play a role 
in powering people’s lives, whether by pro-
viding electricity or offering a helping hand,’’ 
said Leonard in a previous quote. ‘‘I am 
pleased that Entergy has contributed to the 
sustainability of the Prosperity Center, which 
will give local residents access to the kind of 
critical services that can be life changing. As 
lives change for the better, so do commu-
nities.’’ 

According to the ALICE Report, the study of 
financial hardship conducted with the help of 
our partners at Entergy, low-wage jobs con-
tinue to dominate our local economy while 
basic costs of living continue to outpace 
wages. In Orleans Parish, 27 percent of our 
neighbors are living below the Federal Poverty 
Line, while more than half are living below the 
ALICE threshold (Asset Limited, Income Con-
strained, Employed). These families and indi-
viduals include men and women, young and 
old, and myriad races and ethnicities. They 
are people that you see each and every day— 
the cashier at the grocely store, the server at 
your favorite diner—many taking on two and 
three jobs just to make ends meet. ALICE is 
unable to save for the future and is just one 
medical emergency, one car repair, or one 
harsh storm away from falling into poverty 
themselves. 

United Way has also recognized that many 
of our community’s social issues are rooted in 
poverty and we’ve put a stake in the ground 
around creating innovative solutions with our 
partners. United, we will eradicate poverty in 
Southeast Louisiana. And the J. Wayne Leon-
ard Prosperity Center is a critical step in the 
right direction. 

J. Wayne Leonard saved as the former 
chairman and CEO of Entergy Corporation, 

and passed away September 18, 2018, in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Born November 22, 
1950, Mr. Leonard understood first hand the 
vision of this prosperity Center, growing up in 
Greenfield, Indiana. He rose from humble 
childhood beginnings to become CEO of a 
Fortune 500 company and a thought-leader for 
environmental stewardship and fighting pov-
erty. He was among the first leaders in the en-
ergy sector to call for action to stem climate 
change and offered policy solutions to address 
the issue. Mr. Leonard was also known for his 
humanitarian spirit and passion for social jus-
tice, giving of his time and money to support 
causes, especially ones to improve the lives of 
people living in poverty. 

On a more personal note, I am happy to 
work alongside the United Way of Southeast 

Louisiana supporting Louisiana’s constitu-
ents working across the River Parish. Con-
gratulations to United Way of Southeast Lou-
isiana and its J. Wayne Leonard Prosperity 
Center continuing the vision of a remarkable 
man. May they continue to change the lives of 
thousands in the years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE HONORABLE REUBEN 
HOLOBER FROM THE CITY COUN-
CIL OF MILLBRAE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Millbrae Councilman Reuben Holober 
as he leaves the City Council. Reuben was 25 
years old when first elected in 2013. He grew 
up in Millbrae, received his Bachelor’s Degree 
from the University of Washington and his 
Master’s Degree in Public Policy from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley. Prior to join-
ing the council, he served on the city’s Sister 
City Commission. He also served as an intern 
for the late Congressman Tom Lantos. During 
his youth, he earned the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Millbrae is a small town of 22,000 stretching 
from the edge of the bay adjacent to San 
Francisco International Airport to the wooded 
hillsides of the Peninsula. Its businesses are 
almost all small companies. Historically, they 
largely served local residents, travelers and 
the airport. In the wake of the housing col-
lapse, Millbrae businesses were hit hard. It 
was during recovery from that recession that 
Reuben first ran for public office. He noted in 
his candidate statement that while the first pri-
ority for residents was public safety, the city’s 
tax base needed to grow to support the goal 
of safety. Developing the areas around the 
BART/Caltrain station was key to generating 
revenue. 

Today, at the site of the station, construction 
companies are putting the final touches on 
840 units of new housing, 50,000 square feet 
of retail, and a new hotel. Reuben supported 
this addition to Millbrae, and it will undoubtedly 
become a template for similar sites around the 
country. 

The city council made many difficult deci-
sions during Reuben’s time in office. When a 
fire consumed the beloved Millbrae Recreation 
Center, he and colleagues secured the funds 
to build a beautiful new facility. In recent 
years, water rates have escalated because of 
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